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Walk across the highway.  Be careful of that 

traffic! 

Once on the other side, proceed a few metres 

ahead and then turn left up a gravel driveway.  

About 15 metres from the highway, note the tree 

on your left that is the largest one in the area.   

This tree is believed to be an Eastern Cotton-

wood Poplar .  It is 13 feet in circumference.    

Being the largest tree in the area, it escaped be-

ing cut by the lumbermen in the area, so it must 

be at least 100 years old. There is some work 

being done to have it designated as  a Heritage 

Tree. 

Walk back to the parking lot of the park and 

walk close to the water. Look to your left along 

the water. 

This was the site of Wapasaka Resort which op-

erated 1929 – 1950.  It was a large home with 

cabins and took in vacationing guests. It was 

built after the era of the lumber mills and is now 

the site of several homes and cottages.   

A special guest at this resort in 1929 and 1930 was 

Barbara Carstairs.  She was a rich woman from 

England who brought her British built race boat to 

Gravenhurst for the Ditchburn Boat Company to 

reconstruct so that it would go faster.  She drove the 

boat in the race for the famous Harmsworth Trophy 

in Detroit in both 1929 and 1930 but did not win.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Also, in this bay there is a very tiny island, with 

some trees which is a man-made. It was built by the 

Mickle-Dyment Lumber  Company to burn the saw-

dust from the large mill on the mainland. A large 

metal tube took the sawdust to the burner. This 

avoided sparks from the burner setting the mill on 

fire, as they landed on the water or ice.  This burner 

also provided a primitive style of street lighting.  



West Gravenhurst Walk  
Start your walk at Muskoka Bay Park,  803 

Highway #169 west. 

This community, adjacent to the larger town of Grav-

enhurst, was known as West Gravenhurst or Mickle 

Town. 

The joint towns of Gravenhurst and West Graven-
hurst were known as Sawdust City because there 
were 14 lumber mills (sawmills and shingle mills) on 
Muskoka Bay and three on the shore of Gull Lake. 
These numbers changed constantly as mills burned 
down, were rebuilt, were sold or were moved to an-
other location. Lumber baron, Charles Mickle and 
his family lived in Mickle Town until his home 
burned to the ground. Fires were common in lumber 
towns, and the family rebuilt their home farther away 
from the threat of fire – on Bay Street. 

West Gravenhurst was a working man’s village. It 

had small houses where single men lived.  At any 

given time as many as 500 men could be employed 

in the lumber mills during the summer and fall.  In 

the winter and early spring theses same men worked 

in logging camps cutting trees that would be floated 

down rives to Muskoka Bay mills.  By 1877, there 

were 8 shingle mills and 5 steam driven saw mills in 

this area.  

The railway was essential to the lumber business.  

Internal elevated rail tracks moved lumber from huge 

piles down to the Northern Railway and later Grand 

Trunk Line where lumber was loaded on cars for 

southern Ontario and beyond. In 1833, 30,000,000 

board feet of lumber and 35,000,000 shingles left 

Gravenhurst on the Northern Railway for southern 

destinations.   

The huge trees had been growing for centuries. This 

is the southern-most point of the three large Muskoka 

lakes and water flow is mainly this way. 

To start your walk, proceed to the highway entrance 

of the park and cross the highway; be careful, there 

is a lot of  fast-moving traffic.   

As you walk on Readman Street, notice the small 

houses, placed close together.  These houses or those 

built on the same footprint represent the lumber mill 

worker’s houses.  

Once you reach MacPherson Street, turn left on Pri-

vate Street and walk to the end of the street where 

there is a “T” intersection. 

 

On your left there is a small  secluded park.  This 

was the sight of School Section No. 7, the West 

Gravenhurst School. Built in 1883 the school closed 

in 1950, then it was used as a community hall. Photo-

graphs show over 50 children and two teachers in 

charge. You can see the school bell situated in Mus-

koka Bay Park where you started this walk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opposite the school were two churches, a Gospel 
Church used at one time by the Plymouth Brethen 
and a protestant Union Church.  They were plain in 
design and both contained well-stocked Sunday 
Schools, and both sponsored popular Church picnics 

Retrace your steps back down the hill on Private 

Street and turn left on MacPherson Street.   

The large white house on the left was the home of 

Captain Henshaw. His wife would go to the upstairs 

bedroom windows where she could watch the ships 

come to the wharf and then know when to make din-

ner.  Captain Henshaw lost his life on the SS Waome 

steamship in 1934.  This is the only loss of life on 

Muskoka Steamship since they started in 1866. 

Proceed to Bakery Lane and turn right.  

Proceed to the highway. On your left about a half 

kilometer down the highway was the site of West 

Gravenhurst General Store which also housed the 

Post Office 1879-1999, having 7 post masters during 

that time.   This would have been a central meeting 

place in the village.  


