
CHURCHES & SCHOOLS: 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR 

EARLY LIVES  

Though some of these buildings have 
been re-purposed, all of Gravenhurst’s 
churches can be visited from the outside, 
and our schools have survived transitions 
and fires to continue today. Let’s walk in 
the footsteps of our ancestors to view 
them. 

Begin at the north west corner of Musko-
ka Road and Brown Street, 315 Muskoka 
Road North 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

This congregation was established in 1875 
with the church being completed and 
dedicated in 1878.  In the early days, pa-
rishioners often met in people’s homes 
until a church building could be erected. 
The architecture of this church is typical 
board and batten construction. A note-
worthy minister was Rev. Malcolm Bethu-
ne 1889-1893. 

Cross Muskoka Road to walk south on the 
east side of the street.  

  TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 

This large red brick church was estab-
lished as a Methodist congregation in in 
1877. A wood frame construction 

church opened in 1878. After church union 
in 1925, it became known as a United 
Church of Canada.  Unfortunately, the 
church burned on the 30th of January 1926; 
it was rebuilt and rededicated by August 
1926!  The congregation renamed their 
church Trinity United in 1927, 

Walk south, note the building at 240 Mus-

koka Road North. 

Although now a commercial building this 
was the first Salvation Army Church with 
services established in 1885. The wood 
frame church was built in 1886.  The new 
and active Salvation Army Church is a cou-
ple of blocks north at 620 on this street.  

Continue south on Muskoka Road to the 
corner of Bay/Brock Street. Cross the street 
to the south and proceed left along Brock 
Street to the first intersection.  Turn right 
and walk along First Street. 
 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH is at 185 Brock 
Street.  The first meetings for this church 
were held in 1884 with the wood frame 
church being built in 1885.  That church 
was replaced by the present brick struc-
ture in 1967. 

Continue south on First Street and turn 
right on Royal Street  

Look to the left, east along Royal Street at 
151 Royal Street, once the Baptist manse 
and across the street, at 180 Royal Street, 
the manse for St. James Anglican Church . 

Cross the street and continue on Hotchkiss 
Street. and proceed west one block to John 
Street. 

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH is at 191 
Hotchkiss Street.   This Anglican church was 
the first church to be built in Gravenhurst in 
1867 near the site of the present St. James 
Cemetery, south on Muskoka Road. This 
present site on Hotchkiss is the second St. 
James, built in 1877, and lost to the Great 
Fire of 1887. The present St. James was 
completed in 1888.  

Continue across John Street, turn left 
(south) and continue along John Street. 

ST. PAUL’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 231 
Hotchkiss St and Rectory.  This congrega-
tion completed their wood frame church in 
1878.  The new St. Paul’s was built in 1972 
on the site of the former Rectory.  Note the 
location of old Rectory (corner of Mary and 
John Street) and new church have swapped 
locations with new Rectory and the old 
original church. Sound complicated!  

Look diagonally across the street intersec-
tion to a parking lot behind the library. 

GRAVENHURST CENTRAL SCHOOL 

This was the site of the first public school in 
Gravenhurst.  It was built in 1883 and 
burned to the ground in 1876.  

View the south east corner of Sharpe Street 
and John Street., 181 Sharpe Street. 



FREE METHODIST CHURCH 

Established in 1882  

Cross Sharpe Street to sidewalk heading 
west (away from the main business section) 
and continue on Mary Street as it curves 
around towards Bay Street.  

In the parking lot last stood the LUTHER-
AN CHURCH   which was built in 1880 by the 
hands of the congregation who were mainly 
immigrants from Norway, Denmark, Sweden 
& Iceland.  The men working in the lumber 
mills stopped here on their way home to 
Swedetown (Phillip Street east of Bethune 
Drive) with boards purchased or donated by 
the mills and gradually constructed the 
church, the altar, and other furnishings.  It 
was closed in 1912 and later demolished. 

1st GRAVENHURST HIGH SCHOOL was 
erected In 1896 for $5000 to the north of the 
present structure. It was a two-storey build-
ing with generous grounds and an arboretum 
established by the first principal of the ‘new’ 
school – Dr. Muldrew later principal of 
McDonald College, the precursor to the Uni-
versity of Guelph.  

 
2nd GRAVENHURST CENTRAL  SCHOOL was 

erected here at this rocky outcrop.  
 
3rd GRAVENHURST PUBLIC SCHOOL was a two 

storey brick building we see today.  
 

Walk north on Mary Street and cross Bay 
Street.  Then head east on Bay Street, 
one block to John Street.  At John Street, 
cross Bay Street and follow John Street 
north. Just one lot north of Bay on John 
Street North, on the west side of the 
street to 235 John Street 

BETHUNE HOUSE  was the original 
manse for the Presbyterian minister and 
subsequently for the ministers of Trinity 
United Church. Built in 1880, its most 
famous occupant was Rev. Malcolm Be-
thune, Minister in charge from 1889 to 
1893. It was here that Henry Norman 
Bethune was born in 1890. 

The manse was transferred under 
church union to the United Church in 
1925 and became the home of United 
Church ministers until its purchase in 
1973 by the Government of Canada with 
the intention that it would become a Na-
tional Historic Site. 

You are now back almost to the begin-
ning of our journey. Knox Presbyterian is 
only a short block and a half from here 
along the Main Street, and perhaps your 
car is nearby too.  But first, consider: 

You can break all the rules of Temper-
ance and Prohibition and enjoy a drink 
at one of the eateries or the brewery 
which are close by.  

 

CHURCHES & SCHOOLS: 

 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF  

G R AV E N H U R S T   

EARLY LIVES  

 

 

Walking Tour 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Town of Gravenhurst  

Municipal  Heritage  

Committee 

 

2021 


